Essay Questions Only
RACE AND CRITICAL RACE THEORY AFAM 111-001 (SUMMER 2026) 

1. What are five things that stand out to you in the 1619 Project readings, and why? Please be detailed in your response.

2. Based on the Politico article in the slide show presentation (Slide 34), what were some issues that Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida, along with his administration, had with the initial framework of the African-American AP Course proposed by the College Board? Name at least three. Do you feel that the issues they had were reasonable?

3. According to the OZY CRT article, where else does the Critical Race Theory assert that racial bias exists besides within an individual?

4. According to the NPR article in the slide show presentation (Slide 34), what are some topics of discussion that were removed from the original framework of the African-American AP course devised by the College Board? Name at least three. Do you have a problem with them being removed? Why or why not?

5. What myth about Critical Race Theory do you find the most interesting or the most detrimental to society's understanding of what CRT actually is, and why?

6. Explain how the classification by Carl Linnaeus of the various races can be argued to be bias and essentially laid some of the foundation for racism, not only in America, but worldwide. (This answer is found in the slide presentation coupled with some articles provided.)

7. According to Dorothy Roberts in the 1619 Project, which state was first to enact a law that reflected the racial status of a biracial child?

8. List at least 3 factors that could prove that race is a social construct and explain each. Or if you believe it is not a social construct, explain in detail why it is not.

9. According to Dorothy Roberts in the 1619 Project, why was race created in the British colonies (present-day United States)?

10. According to Dorothy Roberts in the 1619 Project, how was the patriarchal British law different than the laws in the colonies as it relates to race, and why was it different?

11. Taking a look at the slide presentation (Examples of Racism Across Levels Pyramid and Overt and Covert Racism), choose 5 examples of racism that you would put in the overt category which are in the covert category, or vice versa. Why or why not? If you believe the pyramid is correct, explain 5 of the examples of racism and why you feel they are in the correct place.
